
GETTING STARTED



Who do I need to work with?

Basic –

1. Architect or Architectural Designer

2. Structural Engineer

Might need –

3. Planning Consultant

4. QS

5. Heating Engineer

6. Project Manager

7. Landscape, lighting or interior designers

8. Principle Designer



Design process overview -

Stages 
1. Initial Design

2. Planning Application

3. Building Regulations or Warrant

4. Production Drawings

5. On site

6. CDM



What is critical throughout these stages?

1. Your involvement, its your home not 
your design teams

2. Checking that you can afford it!

3. You must love the design before you 
proceed through the stages

4. Engage with your neighbours and the 
planners as soon as you can

5. Communication with your consultants



Benefits of early engagement -

1. Site suitability

2. Building orientation/ siting

3. Refinement of brief

4. Consideration of building envelope

5. Integration of systems

6. Developing a relationship



THE DESIGN PROCESS



The design process starts with YOU.

What is a Brief and what is it used for?

1. Your brief sets out all of the important 
requirements for your project

2. It is created by you prior to engaging with 
your design team

3. You should use it to obtain accurate fee 
proposals from your design team

4. It is an evolving document, throughout 
the life of project



What is included in your Brief?

1. Basic room information & room sizes

2. How the building flows

3. Architectural Style

4. Is a certain view or orientation important?

5. Energy Performance & Heating Strategy

6. What is your role (be the best self builder 
you can)

7. Budget & Timescales

8. Why



Provide additional information

1. Sketches

2. Sketch-up models

3. Lego or physical models

4. Pinterest Boards



GETTING THE RIGHT HELP 



Portfolio of works 



Experience 



Ability to listen 



Chemistry and trust 



Ability to visualise 



Top tips on appointing your design team

1. Interview each profession required, ask for references and look into 
previous work.

2. Provide your detailed brief to anyone you require a quote from.

3. Obtain written quotes & ensure they are fixed fees – don’t go for % of 
construction cost quotes!

5. Speak to professionals who regularly handle your type of project – Self Build 
specialists can give you the best advice! These professionals will be part of 
your life for at least 18 months, so you need a good relationship too! 

6. Don’t fight costs down too much; you want a good service – they are a 
business after all!

7. If the relationship turns sour, be aware of your options for parting ways!



DESIGNING YOUR DREAM 





























CDM 2015- 

The Client has overall responsibility for the successful management of the 
project and is supported by the Principal Designer and Principal 
Contractor in different phases of the project. 

The Principle Designer will:-
1. Provide pre-construction information to appointed designers and 

Principal Contractor
2. Assist the client in provision of pre-construction information 
3. Gather information for the Health and Safety File
4. Liaise with the Principal Contractor
5. Update to CDM Matrix where design work is carried out after the 

construction phase has commenced 



Structural Design Process



PROJECT STAGES

1. Initial Design

2. Planning Application

3. Building Regulations or 
Warrant

4. Production Drawings

5. On Site

6. CDM

ROLE OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

1. Preliminary desk top evaluation of site and Site Investigation

2. Early design review with Architect and Client

3. Structural design and drawings for Building Warrant/Regs. 

4. Design and/or review of Third-Party design elements 

5. Structural support and additional visits 

6. To Identify any site specific hazards
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STAGE 1: INITIAL DESIGN

Preliminary 
Desk Top 
Evaluation of 
Site

Specification 
for Site 
Investigation 
Tender 

Review of Site 
Investigation 
Findings

Review of Site 
Investigation  
Tender Returns

Outline 
Foundation 
Design



STAGE 2: EARLY DESIGN REVIEW

Design review 
with Client and 
Architect

Review of 
value 
engineering 
opportunities

Preliminary 
structural 
sketch 
proposals

Review of 
method of 
construction 
options

Early design 
co-ordination 
review



EARLY STRUCTURAL DESIGN REVIEW

• Different perspective

• Structural zones identified

• Transfer structure and column Locations

• Early identification of value engineering 
opportunities



ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER

• Co-ordinated and collaborative approach

• Proven working relationship

• Established preferred detailing 

• Effective communication

• Previous projects with your specialist manufacturer? 

• Passive house detailing experience



ADVANTAGES OF PROJECT ENGINEER 
BEING SPECIALIST ENGINEER

• Involved in your project from an earlier 
stage

• Design assumptions adopted

• Preliminary costing more accurate

• Loading for foundation design confirmed 
earlier

• Preferred detailing and specifications 
known

• Early co-ordination

• Streamlines design process
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